when they are away from the nest than the Peregrine. This suggests that a greater fear of humans is not the sole reason for the difference. The defensive response was closely linked with the distress calls of the young in all species. The calls increased the intensity of defence in Peregrines and determined whether a brood would be defended or not in the Brown Falcons that we visited regularly.
Defence by Australian Kestrels and Black Falcons was very similar, being nearly vertical and silent. These two species have lighter wing loadings than the Peregrine (pers. obs.) and can pull out of a stoop closer to an object or the ground given a similar rate of descent.
In the Australian Kestrel defence is similar to that described by Balgooyen (1976) 
THE EFFECTS OF CONTROLLED BURNING ON SOME BIRDS OF THE UNDERSTOREY IN KARRI FOREST
Controlled burning of accumulated litter in the State Forests of Western Australia is designed to reduce the possibility of much hotter wildfires. The effects of fire on forest wildlife are only partly understood (Christensen and Kimber 1975, Proc. ecol. Soc. Aust. 9: 85-106 ) and this paper presents information on some of the birds present before and after a burn. Birds were caught in mist-nets on the Eastern Break Road in the Treen Brook State Forest near Pemberton in south-western Australia during May 1978 and again in May 1979. In the intervening spring the understorey was deliberately burned, which reduced its foliage from about eighty to twenty-five per cent. The main large trees in the area were Karri Eucalyptus diversicolor with smaller numbers of Jarrah E. marginata and Marri E. calophylla and an understorey dominated by Casuarina decussata and Bossiaea laidlawiana. Table I shows that the species and number of birds caught after the burn were remarkably similar to those caught in the preceding year, particularly if allowance is made for the slight difference in catching effort between years. This Table only presents those birds caught and a fuller list of all birds observed will be published elsewhere (Milewski in prep.). Little can be inferred about those species for which only one or two individuals were caught but a number of trends are apparent in more numerous species.
Almost all birds caught were insectivores, most of them apparently unaffected by fire. Although there is a general reduction in abundance of invertebrates after fire, some groups are much more severely affected than others and some insects increase in abundance shortly after a burn (Springett 1976, Aust. J. Ecol. 1: 77-82; Hindmarsh and Majer 1977, Res. Pap. 31, Forests Dept. West. Aust.). The smaller number of fairy-wrens after the burn may result from a reduction in the insects that they eat or from the loss of a dense understory. Conversely, the increased numbers of Black-faced Cuckooshrikes and Rufous Treecreepers may be because the more open vegetation after the burn favoured their foraging habits.
A most interesting observation concerned the six individuals, representing five species, that were banded in 1978 and caught in the same area in 1979. If note is Numbers in parentheses are the numbers of each species retrapped during each year.
taken of the small numbers of the most common species We are grateful to the Forests Department for their that were re-trapped within each year, then many incontinuing co-operation and to Dr P. Christensen and dividuals probably remain in the same area after burn- 
SEASONAL FLUCTUATIONS IN NUMBERS OF THREE SPECIES OF TERN IN NORTHERN TERRITORY
Storr ( 
ENVIRONMENT AND METHODS
The climate is described by McAlpine (1969) . The wet season usually starts in December and ends in Mafch or April. Hot humid weather occurs from late September to November and during April but little of the annual rain (av. 1,500 mm) is received during these periods. The cool and almost rainless dry season lasts from May to September.
During the wet season, the extensive subcoastal plains are usually inundated and other habitats for waterbirds occur well inland. In the dry season, the wet lands are reduced to a small fraction of their wet-season area, and waters like Fogg Dam become important refuges for many birds (Crawford 1979a) . The Fogg Dam area con-
